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retain the power to reappoint when desirable and concluded by
announcing that the Government would not attempt to influence
the papal election but would merely confine themselves to seeing
whether the election was legally carried out. This declaration
was received with satisfaction by the Catholic party, though its
tone was too critical for the Government to introduce a measure
which they fully intended to bring forward as soon as the time
was ripe. This measure was the military budget which was to
be the corner-stone of Bismarck's work.1

The bishops were not one whit more obedient than before.
Conrad Martin, Bishop of Paderborn, was soon in conflict with
the secular authority. In accordance with the bishops' protest of
26 May he had refused to hand over to the Governor of West-
phalia the statutes of the School of Philosophy and Theology and
proceedings were to be taken against him.2 The Archbishop of
Posen was ordaining priests who had not been educated at a
university in defiance of the law and Archbishop Melchers of
Cologne was equally contumacious. But all the Catholics were
not united. On 14 June 1873 the Emperor had been gratified by
an address from the moderate Catholics presented to him by the
Duke of Ratibor expressing their perfect confidence in him and
protesting against the attempt of the Ultramontanes to claim
sole representation of the German Catholics.3

On 3 July Lord Odo Russell went on leave. While he was
away autograph letters had been exchanged between the Em-
peror and the Pope, but the correspondence had done little
either to clear up or develop the situation,4 and when he returned
it was to notice with great regret and alarm that the struggle was
raging as fiercely as ever. The Archbishop of Posen had by this
time gone so far as to threaten those obeying the new laws with
the greater excommunication. The autumn was taken up with
trials of the contumacious bishops. The wealthy Polish sym-
pathizers of the Archbishop of Posen were prepared to help him
financially, but neither they nor his own able defence sufficed to
save him from ruinous fines with an alternative of imprisonment.
Archbishop Melchers and Bishop Martin were likewise con-
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